WIVENHOE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  1902. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  1902,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  32  deaths 
registered  — two  of  these  in  public  institutions — 19 
males  and  13  females. 

The  births  registered  for  the  same  period  are 
83 — 39  males  and  44  females. 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  as 


follows  : — 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

Over  1  and  under  5  ...  ...  3 

Over  5  and  under  15  ...  ...  o 

Over  15  and  under  25  ...  ...  o 

Over  25  and  under  65  ...  ...  8 

Over  65  ... 


15 


2 


The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  are  attributable 
to  the  following  causes  : — - 


i  Premature  Birth 
i  Tubercular  Meningitis 
i  Pneumonia 

1  Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

2  Other  causes 


Total  6 

showing  a  rate  of  72  28  per  1000  children  born. 

For  other  deaths  see  tabulated  statement  (No.  IV.) 
attached  to  report. 

The  death  rate  is  12*8  and  birth  rate  33*2  per 
1000  of  estimated  number  of  inhabitants. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  26  cases  (without  mortality)  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  months  in  which 

O  O 

they  occurred  : — 


January 


5  Enteric 
2  Scarlet  Fever 
2  Chicken  Pox 
1  Chicken  Pox 
4  Diphtheria 
11  Diphtheria 
1  Enteric 


February 

March 


November 

December 


Total  26 
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Since  November  there  has  been  an  out¬ 
break  of  Diphtheria  in  a  mild  form.  Many  of 
these  cases  have  occurred  in  the  same  family, 
apparently  increased  by  infection.  There  were  6 
cases  in  one  house,  4  in  another,  and  3  each  in  other 
families. 

Taking  these  facts  into  consideration,  the  outbreak 
is  not  so  extensive  as  the  numbers  indicate. 

Swabbings  have  been  taken  and  bacteriologically 
examined,  when  the  Kleb  Loefffer  Bacillus  was  re¬ 
cognised  in  nearly  all  the  cases.  This  proceeding 
was  instituted  by  the  Council  on  my  advice,  as 
some  parents  whose  children  recovered  very  rapidly 
under  the  serum  treatment  disputed  the  diagnosis, 
and  said  their  child  or  children  were  not  suffering 
from  the  disease. 

Antitoxin  has  been  used  in  all  cases  with  most 
excellent  results. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  is  nil. 

The  houses  in  which  all  cases  of  notified 
infectious  diseases  and  phthisis  have  occurred 
were  properly  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SMALL  POX. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  this  disease. 

As  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  identify  small  pox 
in  its  earliest  stages,  my  Council  made  chicken  pox 
notifiable  for  6  months  from  December,  1901.  There 
were  only  3  cases  of  chicken  pox  notified. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  since  my 
last  report  the  water  scheme  has  been  completed  in 
the  district.  The  water  is  obtained  from  the  chalk, 
and  is  of  undoubted  purity.  All  the  houses  are 
not  yet  supplied  from  this  source  ;  many  wells  contain¬ 
ing  merely  surface  water  are  still  in  use,  but  as  soon 
as  the  voluntary  applications  for  the  Council’s  supply 
are  disposed  of,  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to 
close  these  wells. 


SEWAGE. 

My  Council  discussed  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  sewage  scheme,  but  after  considering  their 
financial  position  at  the  completion  of  the  water 
works  and  the  generally  unprosperous  state  of  the 
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district,  they  have  been  reluctantly  compelled  to 
delay,  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  further  work  in 
this  direction,  I  much  regret  that  it  is  not 
considered  practicable  to  have  a  proper  system  of 
sewage,  for  such  a  scheme  would  undoubtedly  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  locality. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

This  Act  has  come  into  force. 

The  only  factory,  a  small  one,  is  not  registered  by 
the  Council,  but  may  be  registered  at  Colchester. 

The  Workshops  and  Work-places,  have  been 
inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  have  given  satis¬ 
faction. 


ISOLATION 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  District  is  without  any  sort  of  Isolation 
Hospital. 

In  very  poor  cases  and  those  cases  that  are 
thought  advisable,  are  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital  at  Colchester. 
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SCAVENGING. 

This  is  carried  on  as  in  my  previous  reports. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  is  better 
now  than  my  report  four  years  ago — many  dead 
wells  have  been  closed  and  the  crowded  places  made 
much  more  sanitary. 

Appended  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  who 
has  done  his  work  most  conscientiously  and  thoroughly 
during  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  PENDER-SMITH. 


Wivenfooe  Urdan  District  Council 
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Wivenhoe  Urban  District  Council. 


TABLE  III 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 


Notifiable  Diseasf. 


Small-pox 
Cholera  ... 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever  . . 
Continued  fever  .. 
Puerperal  fever  .. 


Plague 


Chicken  pox 


Totals 


At  all 

Ages. 


15 


26 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 


At  Ages— Years. 


Under 

1. 


1  to  5. 


5  to  15. 


15  to  25. 


I  65 

25  to  65.  and  up¬ 
wards 


No.  of  Cases  Removed 

to  Hospital. 


Wivenhoe  Urban  District  Council. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria&  membranous 
croup  ... 

Croup 

.Typhus 
Fever  -  J  Enteric 

(Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera  ... 

Plague 

Diarrhoea... 

Enteritis  ... 

Puerperal  Fever... 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 
Phthisis  ...  ...  ... 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pluerisy  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ( 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth... 
Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition  ... 

Heart  diseases  ... 

Accidents  ...  ...' 

Suicides  ...  ...  ...j 

All  other  causes... 


All  other  causes 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined 
Ages. 


All 

Ages. 


Under 
x. 


i  and 
under 
I. 


5  and  15  and  25  and 


under  under 
15-  i  25 


under 
65- 


65  anc 
up¬ 
wards 


Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 


The  two  deaths  in  public  institutions  (Lexden  and  Winstree)  over 
65  were  (1)  cancer  of  the  jaw.  (2)  Grangrene  of  leg* 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

for  1902. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  ray  Report  for  the  year  ending  1902. 

The  complaint  received  was  for  persons  depositing  refuse 
on  the  footways.  Printed  notices  were  posted  in  different  parts  of 
the  District  to  abate  such  nuisances,  which  was  complied  with 
forthwith.  The  nuisances  detected  were  caused  by  defective 
cesspits.  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners  to  abate  same  by 
making  privies  into  pail  closets;  19  have  been  altered  during  the 
year.  There  are  185  pail  closets  in  use  at  the  present  time  ;  these 
are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  Scavengers  twice  a  week.  There  are 
still  a  number  of  small  Cesspits  ;  the  larger  and  defective  ones  have 
been  condemned  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  his  action  approved  by 
the  Council.  By  so  doing  the  nuisances  which  prevailed  in  the 
District  have  been  abated.  The  whole  of  the  District  is  in  a  much 
better  Sanitary  condition  than  in  former  years.  It  is  systematically 
worked,  and  a  constant  watch  is  maintained  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Inspector  over  a  number  of  houses  where  tailoring,  &c.,  is 
carried  out. 

There  is  only  one  small  Work  Factory  in  the  district  where 
women  are  employed.  This  has  been  visited  several  times  and 
always  given  satisfaction.  The  Bakehouses  are  much  cleaner  now 
that  they  have  a  good  supply  of  water  ;  the  whole  of  the  District 
is  improved  by  the  same  as  drains  are  properly  flushed  out. 
There  are  no  Lodging-houses  or  Cellar-dwellings  in  the  district  or 
Sewers  that  houses  can  be  connected  with.  Dead  wells  are  in  use 
the  same  are  built  in  cement,  and  are  emptied  by  the  Scavengers 
Five  houses  have  been  certified  before  being  occupied. 

Houses  and  Bedding  are  disinfected  by  Formalin  Disinfecting. 
Tablets  used  with  the  Alformant  Lamp.  Izal  disinfectants  are. 
also  used  ;  in  some  cases  the  walls,  etc.,  are  sprayed  with  Formalin, 
in  other  cases  I  have  had  all  bed  linen  put  into  a  bath  of  strong 
solutions  of  Formalin,  and  in  one  case  I  had  to  burn  the  beds. 
Disinfecting  in  some  cases  is  very  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  want 
of  proper  appliances. 

I  hope  at  some  future  date  the  Council  will  be  able  to  have 
a  proper  disinfector,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  work  in  a  proper 
manner. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedent  Servant, 

ROBERT  HUGFI  BARRELL. 


Wivenhoe  Urban  District  Council. 


Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Wivenhoe  during  the  year  ending  December 


31*  J902. 

i.  Complaints  received 

Total 
Number 
for  Year.. 

I 

2.  Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 

•  •  • 

7 

3.  Nuisances  abated 

... 

8 

4.  Notices  served  ... 

... 

5 

5.  Summonses  taken  out 

... 

0 

6.  Convictions 

... 

0 

7.  Cottages  inspected 

... 

35° 

8.  Lodging-houses  inspected  ... 

•  •  • 

0 

9.  Slaughter-houses  inspected 

.  *  • 

1 

10.  Bakehouses  inspected 

.  .  . 

4 

11.  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  inspected 

•  •  • 

5 

12.  Cowsheds  inspected 

.  .  . 

3 

13.  Workshops  inspected 

•  •  • 

1 

14.  Filthy  houses  cleaned,  sec.  16  Public  Health  Act, 

1  i-O 

00 

M 

•  •  • 

O’ 

15.  Houses  disinfected 

«  »  • 

7 

16.  Overcrowding  abated 

•  •  • 

0 

17.  Housesplaced  in  habitable  repair 

•  •  • 

0 

18.  Houses  closed  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

ig.  Houses  erected  5,  re-built  1,  for  which 

Water 

“  Certificates”  were  applied 

... 

6 

20.  “  Certificates  ”  granted 

... 

0 

21.  “  Certificates  ”  deferred 

•  •  • 

0 

22.  Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of 

Water 

afforded 

*  j  • 

0 

23.  Wells  cleansed  or  repaired... 

.  •  • 

0 

24.  Wells  closed 

•  •  • 

0 

25.  Houses  connected  with  sewers 

... 

0 

26.  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ... 

... 

310 

27.  Earth,  pail,  or  improved  Privies  constructed 

or 

existing  Privies  altered 

•  •  • 

19 

28.  Privies  and  W.C’s  repaired  ;  W.C’s  supplied  with 

Water 

... 

0 

29.  Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered 

•  •  • 

0 

30.  Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

•  .  • 

0 

31.  Samples  of  water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

•  •  • 

0 

32.  Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of 

infected 

bedding  ...  ...  ...  (beds) 

•  •  . 

2 

33.  Seizures  of  unsound  Meat,  &c. 

.  .  . 

0 

